IMPERIAL   GERMANY
nature, even though it can by no means be expected to be
ephemeral. The Prussian-Imperial system may be taken as
the type-form and embodiment of this reaction against the
current of modern civilisation, although that State is not
thereby to be accounted the sole advocate of medievalism
among the nations, nor is it a whole-hearted advocate. In
the long run, in point of the long-term habituation enforced
by its discipline, the system is necessarily inimical to mod-
ern science and technology, as well as to the modern scheme
of free or popular institutions, inasmuch as it is incompatible
with the mechanistic animus that underlies these habits of
thought j not necessarily hostile in respect of the sentiments
that animate its statesmen and spokesmen in their attitude
towards these landmarks of the Western civilisation, but
inimical in respect of the set and fashion of the habit of
mind which it inculcates.
Yet the Imperial system of dominion, statecraft and war-
like enterprise necessarily rests on the modern mechanistic
science and technology, for its economic foundations and its
material equipment as well as for its administrative machin-
ery and the strategy necessary to its carrying on. In this,
of course, it is in the same case with other modern states.
Nothing short of the fullest usufruct of this technology
mil serve the material needs of the modern warlike State;
yet the discipline incident to a sufficiently unreserved addic-
tion to this mechanistic technology will unavoidably disin-
tegrate the institutional foundations of such a system of per-
sonal dominion as goes to make up and cany on a dynastic
State.
The Imperial State, therefore, may be said to be unable